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SUBJECT: AMERICAN PRISONERS 
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1 . 1 TALKED WITH MINISTER OF INTERIOR, GENERAL JUAN PEREDA, 

AT 1830 JUNE 8 ABOUT U.S. PRISONERS. I REFERRED TO MY LETTER 
OF MAY 26 LISTING ACTIONS I HOPED COULD BE TAKEN BY FISC ALES. 

JUDGES, AND GOB. (N.B. NOT ALL MATTERS SUBJECT TO HIS 
DIRECT AND FULL CONTROL). I SAID PARENTS, INTERESTED 
CONGRESSIONAL PERSONNEL, AND DEPARTMENTAL OFFICERS HOPING 
FOR TANGIBLE ACTIONS SUCH AS SENTENCING OR REVIEWS OF 
SENTENCES BEFORE START OF LA PAZ COURT RECESS. (PLEASE 
NOTE BOTH LOWER AND SUPERIOR COURTS - LA PAZ ONLY - 
CLOSED FROM JUNE 13 TO JULY 8; SUPREME COURT IN SUCRE, 

AND COURTS IN COCHABAMBA AND SANTA CRUZ REMAIN OPEN.) 

2. MINISTER SAID HE FELT MANY ACTIONS HAD BEEN TAKEN AS 
RESULT HIS PERSONAL INTERCESSION MAY 26 AND MAY 27. HE 
NOTED MOVEMENT OF CASES FROM FICALES (UNDER HIS CONTROL) 

TO JUDGES. I SAID THAT WE APPRECIATED THIS BUT INTERESTED 
PERSONS WERE AWAITING MAJOR ACTIONS. HE SAID HE UNDERSTOOD 
AND WOULD PROMPTLY MEET WITH SUB-SEC JUSTICE, DR. BALLIVIAN, 

TO TRY TO PUSH FINAL STAGES OF CASES ON FRIDAY JUNE 10. 
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3. MEANTIME WE ARE SEEKING APPOINTMENT WITH BALLIVIAN TO 

GO OVER WHAT COULD BE DONE FRIDAY. OUR CONCULS AND ATTORNEYS 
HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH JUDGES EVERY DAY THIS WEEK PUSHING. 

WE WILL REDOUBLE EFFORTS FRIDAY MORNING. 

4. WE INTEND SEND WRAP-UP REPORT WITH STATUS CERTAIN CASES 
C.O.B. FRIDAY. 
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5. BELIEVE DEPT SHOULD TRY TO CONVINCE PARENTS AND INQUIRERS 
THAT COURT RECESS DOES NOT MEAN ALL IS LOST NOR IS IT IN 
EVERY CASE A MONTH LOST. EVERY SENTENCE HAS TO BE REVIEWED 
BY SUPERIOR COURT WHICH SHOULD BE BETTER STAFFED AND 
ORGANIZED AT START OF NEXT COURT CALENDAR. AS RESULT OUR 
COMMUNICATION TO CHIEF, SUPREME COURT, HE HAS WRITTEN 

TO SUPERIOR COURTS URGING PROMPT ACTION NARCOTICS CASES 
AND HAS CITED ARTICLE 105 OF NEW NARCOTICS LAW AS SPUR. 

THAT MENTIONS SANCTIONS IF JUDGES DO NOT CONFORM TO 
PRECEPTS OF LAW FOR HANDLING CASES. DURING RECESS WE INTEND 
CONCENTRATE ON COCHABAMBA AND SANTA CURZ CASES AND ON 
IMPROVING STRATEGY FOR LA PAZ CASES. WE WILL, OF COURSE, 
CONTINUE WEEKLY JAIL VISITS IN LA PAZ TO DO WHAT WE CAN 
FOR WELFARE OF PRISONERS. 

6. WE WILL NOW TURN OUR ATTENTION TO REQUEST (STATE 132092) 
FOR INFORMATION FROM CHAIRMAN FASCELL. WOULD APPRECIATE 
CLARIFICATION FOLLOWING: 

A) DOES HE WANT REPORT ON EACH CASE OR ONLY THOSE WITH 
ALLEGATIONS OF MISTREATMENT OR PRESUMED VIOLATION OF 
BOLIVIAN AND INTERNATIONAL LEGAL REQUIREMENTS? 

B) COULD HE OR DEPT PROVIDE US WITH SOME DEFINITION 
"INTERNATIONAL LEGAL REQUIREMENTS"? 

IT WOULD APPEAR THAT IF HE WISHES REPORT EVERY CASE WE 
WILL NEED SOMETIME TO GET MATERIAL INTO SHAPE FOR TRANS- 
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MISSION. WE HAVE TRIED TO KEEP DEPT INFORMED ON EACH CASE 
AND HAVE SENT TWO GENERAL REPORTS - ONE ON MISTREATMENT 
(LA PAZ 3850) AND ONE ON HISTORY OF THE PROBLEM. WOULD 
IT BE POSSIBLE FOR DEPT TO PREPARE PRELIMINARY REPORT WHICH 
WE COULD REVIEW AND UPDATE? IF NOT, WE WILL UNDERSTAND AND 
TRY TO AUGMENT OUR CONSULAR RESOURCES WITH A REPORTING 
OFFICER FROM THE POLITICAL SECTION TO HELP PREPARE 
INFORMATION. 

STEDMAN 
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